Discover Wildcat Canyon
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in Wildcat Canyon are marked by squatters’ struggles
and water wars. Old and fresh landslides and slumps
are numerous. Springs and ponds are common. Small
earthquake faults have left their traces. Large coast
live oaks, bay laurels, and a scattering of bigleaf maples
and madrones grow on east-facing slopes. North-
facing hillsides support nearly pure stands of bay laurel
fringed with coast live oak. Moist chaparral of coyote
brush, poison oak, elderberry, snowberry, bracken
fern, and blackberry grow high on north-facing slopes.

A riparian forest of alder, willow, creek dogwood,
and bay laurel grows in the gorge of bedrock-cutting
Wildcat Creek. The west- and south-facing canyon
slopes are covered with introduced annual grasses
(oat, rye, barley, etc.). A few stands of native bunch
grasses persist. The re are many native wildflower
species competing with introduced plants as poison
hemlock, mustard, radish, and cardoon thistle.

Foxes, raccoons, skunks, and opossums range
nightly through the canyon. Deer, ground squirrels,
and voles forage by day. Gopher snakes, king snakes,
and western racers inhabit the fields and meadows;
garter snakes hunt the ponds and stream verges.
Rubber boas and ringneck snakes inhabit the forest.
Redtail hawks, American kestrels, sharpshinned and

caused the plant materials and the shellfish they harvest-
ed, and the other animals they netted, trapped, snared,
and variously hunted, to occur in larger and healthier
populations than if they never used them. The 1772 and
1776 arrival of Spanish expeditions signaled a time of se-
vere disruption, dislocation, and upheaval. Despite these
changes, today’s Ohlones are bringing ancestral cultural
traditions forward into the future.

By 1840 most East Bay land had been parceled out
in land grants, and Juan Jose and Victor Castro were
awarded all vacant lands between the already established
ranchos. The Castros kept a small portion, and specu-
lators shared the rest with a water company and the
township of Orinda. At this time the streams and springs
of Wildcat Canyon became the focus of a struggle over
water rights. In the mid 1920s, when the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District brought Mokelumne River water
to the East Bay, the “water wars” came to an end.

In 1936 the East Bay Regional Park District acquired
1,910 acres to create Wildcat Canyon as one of its three
original parklands. Additional acquisitions since then
have brought the parkland to its current 2,789 acres.
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