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Safety

THE HAZARDS OF PADDLING THE OHIO RIVER

The Ohio is a magnificent river. For water enthusiasts, nothing beats floating down the Ohio River in a
kayak; nevertheless, many hazards exist on the Ohio River such as river crossings, commercial traffic,
wind, waves, swift-river current, high water levels, low water temperatures, and strainers. The Ohio
River provides a wide range of experiences, therefore we suggest that you complete a safety class
and professional instruction before paddling the mighty Ohio River. No one should attempt kayaking
without proper training.

Trip Mileage
Mileage is round trip.

DUCK CREEK
13 MILES | 6-7 HOURS | PUT-IN:
WILLIAMSTOWN BOAT RAMP

WORTHINGTON CREEK AND THE
LITTLE KANAWHA
5.3 MILES | 2.5 HOURS | PUT-IN:
CORNING PARK

RIVER CURRENT & WATER LEVELS

Avoid kayaking at high water conditions, which cause strong currents and force debris from the
banks into the river. Rainfall also increases the risk of treacherous currents and submerged debris
that can cause accidents and injuries. Real-time stream flow info is available at the USGS Water
Watch website at waterwatch.usgs.gov.

LEE CREEK
8.6 MILES | 5 HOURS | PUT-IN: LEE CREEK

NEAL RUN
3.5MILES | 2HOURS | PUT-IN: POINT PARK

WIND, WAVES, & RIVER CROSSINGS

The Ohio River is very wide and it takes a considerable amount of time and effort to cross via
a canoe or kayak. Once out into the river, you may experience waves and choppy conditions,
is windy. Due to the winding nature of the river, wind direction changes often.
You can minimize the wind’s influence on your boat by kayaking directly into the wind.

AROUND BUCKLEY ISLAND
6.2 MILES | 3HOURS | PUT-IN:
WILLIAMSTOWN BOAT RAMP

TO BLENNERHASSETT ISLAND

COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC 3.5MILES | 2HOURS | PUT-IN: POINT PARK

The Ohio River is classified as federal waters, and all boaters must comply with the
U.S. Coast Guard requirements. Recreational boaters must yield the right of way to
commercial vessels. An important constraint is the pilot’s blind spot. The blind spot
extends for hundreds of feet in front of the barge. Therefore, do not canoe or kayak in
the path of barges. Barges also have limited navigation due to their size and weight
and therefore cannot turn or stop quickly. It can take up to three miles for a towboat
to stop a string of full barges. In addition, wheel wash is a strong underwater current
caused by a towboat’s engines that can result in severe turbulence hundreds of yards
behind a large vessel; consequently, recreational watercraft must maintain at least
1,000 feet in clearance behind the rear of towboats.

AROUND BLENNERHASSETT ISLAND
10.2 MILES | 5HOURS | PUT-IN: POINT PARK

AROUND NEAL ISLAND
7.1 MILES | 3HOURS | PUT-IN: POINT PARK

AROUND VIENNA ISLAND
14 MILES | 7HOURS | PUT-IN: POINT PARK

AROUND MUSKINGUM ISLAND
11 MILES | 5.5 HOURS | PUT-IN: WILLIAMSTOWN BOAT

RESTRICTED AREA RAMP

The section immediately above and below each lock and dam is designated as
a Restricted Area. Waters in these areas are turbulent, unpredictable, and
deceptively dangerous. Strong currents can easily trap and drown a potential
victim without warning. Signs and/or flashing red lights mark the limits of

the regulated sectors at each lock and dam. No person, vessel, or other
floating craft shall enter any such guarded zone at any time and are subject
to a summary offense and penalties. Lockmasters enforce the adherence

to these laws and, if required, solicit aid from local police. In the interest

of public safety, please articulate to other boaters or anglers about the
hazards of lock and dam structures.

WILLIAMSTOWN TO DEVOLA
12 MILES | 6 HOURS | PUT-IN: WILLIAMSTOWN BOAT RAMP
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GPS Coordinates

1.0OLD LOCK 20
39.137733,-81.740594

2.LEE CREEK
39.149061,-81.715324

3.LOCK 19
39.25525,-81.691949

4. BELPRE ACCESS PARK
39.275047,-81.597497

5.POINT PARK
39.265542,-81.567252

6.MARIETTA LEVEE
39.410371,-81.451265

7. WILLIAMSTOWN BOAT RAMP
39.406995,-81.450081

8. ORINWR HEADQUARTERS
39.390563, -81.417646

9. CORNING PARK
39.258694,-81.53552

10. LEACHTOWN LANE
39.140011,-81.447744

11.SPRING VALLEY
39.139834,-81.395563
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