
Trails
There’s a trail suitable 
for every visitor who 
wants to experience 
the park up close and 
personal—on foot, by 
bike, or on horseback. 
Trails take you t o every 
part of the park. Take 
a family nature walk 
to Davis Ponds. Ride 
your bike or horse to 
the Old Mill Site or Elk 
Falls Overlook. Check 
with the park for trail 
conditions and season-
al closures. 

Share the Trail
Staunton State Park trails, 
hiking only and multi-use, 
are clearly marked, so it’s easy 
to find the right trail type for 
you. Share the trail and respect 
other users by:

•  Staying on the trail. Shortcutting 
destroys vegetation and increases erosion.

•  Moving to the uphill side of the trail to let 
others pass.

•  Alerting other users 
before you pass them.

•  Admiring wildflowers 
and rocks, but leaving 
them for others to 
enjoy. 

•  Keeping your pets on a 
leash at all times.

Help Protect Your Park
Frances H. Staunton asks you, as her beneficiary, 
to enjoy this land—and protect it. Please:

•  Stay on marked trails and share the
multi-use trail.

•  Keep your pets on a leash no longer than
6 feet and clean up after them. 

•  Grill and cook in designated areas only. Be 
sure your fire is out before you leave.

•  Climb without bolting or fixed protection.
•  Carry out all trash and food. Left behind, 

it can be harmful to wildlife.  
•  Report problems or hazards to a park ranger.   

A copy of full park regulations is available at 
the entrance station.

Directions
From Denver: Take US Highway 285 south 
to Shaffers Crossing, about 6 miles west of 
Conifer. Turn north on Elk Creek Road and 
follow the signs 1.5 miles to the park entrance.
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S
taunton State Park is the legacy of Frances 
H. Staunton. As her beneficiaries, present 
and future generations are entrusted with 

this land—to enjoy, protect, 
and treasure as she did. 
Frances H. Staunton’s parents homesteaded 
this site around the turn of the 20th century, 
established Staunton Ranch, and gradually 
expanded it from 160 to 1,720 acres. Frances 
cherished the land, maintaining it in its near-
pristine condition throughout her life. Before 
her death in 1989, she donated it to future 
generations as a state park. She required in her 
will that the land “…be preserved, in perpetuity, 
for public benefit, as a natural wilderness-type
park...typifying Colorado’s most beautiful 
mountain forest and meadow region.”

The park is a 
mosaic of low 
grasslands, rocky 
foothills, soaring 
granite cliffs, 
and lush stream 
corridors. 
Dramatic Elk 

Falls drops nearly 100 feet into North Elk 
Creek and spectacular Lions Head stands tall 
as the park’s rocky sentry. The park’s history of 
human uses includes ranching, the Staunton 
family retreat, a turn-of-the-20th century saw 
mill, and a sportsman’s club.
The Staunton Ranch is the heart of the park. 
Later acquisitions expanded the park to 
approximately 3,908 acres. These include the 
historic Elk Falls, Davis Ranches, property 
owned by former Colorado State Senator Alan 
Dines and by Mary Coyle Chase, Colorado’s 
first Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright and 
author of “Harvey.” The park will be developed 
in phases over the next few years, so visit often 
to see more natural wonders and enjoy more 
recreational opportunities.

Habitat Variety
From high grassy meadows at 8,100 feet, 
to soaring granite cliffs over 10,000 feet, 
the park’s geology, soils, water features, and 
climate create a rich variety of habitats—and 
make Staunton State Park an excellent outdoor 
classroom. Mixed conifer forests and riparian 

areas support the 
highest levels of 
tree, plant, and 
wildlife diversity. 
Grazing elk 
favor the aspen 
and conifer/
aspen forests. 

Montane grasslands are a tapestry of native 
wildflowers and grasses (and their pollinators). 
Wet meadow systems support abundant plant 
and wildlife communities and contribute to 
the health of the watershed. Depending on the 
season, sharp-eyed visitors may see yellow-
bellied marmots, tufted-ear Abert’s squirrels, 
coyotes, or wild turkeys. Check the website for 
scheduled programs about the park’s natural 
resources and history. 

Recreation Resources
Staunton is a day-use only park. Recreation 
opportunities abound year-round for visitors 

of all ages and abilities, 
including picnicking, 
birdwatching, wildlife 
viewing, hiking, snow-
shoeing, cross-country 
skiing, biking, horse-
back riding, and rock 
climbing. Overnight 
camping is planned 
in later phases of park 
development.

Staunton Cabin

Golden Banner

Location Map
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(303) 816-0912 • E-mail: staunton.park@state.co.us

cpw.state.co.us

Staunton State Park

cpw.state.co.us

ENJOY YOUR STATE PARKS

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Staunton
State Park



C
lim

bi
ng

  
St

au
nt

on
 R

oc
ks

 a
re

 sp
ec

ta
cu

la
r r

oc
ky

 
ou

tc
ro

pp
in

gs
 in

 th
e 

pa
rk

—
an

d 
th

e 
on

es
 th

at
 

ar
e 

cl
os

es
t t

o 
th

e 
pa

rk
 e

nt
ra

nc
e 

fo
r c

lim
bi

ng
. 

Be
 a

 st
ew

ar
d 

of
 th

e 
pa

rk
’s 

na
tu

ra
l 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
by

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

es
e 

gu
id

el
in

es
 

fo
r s

af
e 

an
d 

re
sp

on
sib

le
 

cl
im

bi
ng

:

•  S
ta

y 
on

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

tr
ai

ls 
as

 y
ou

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
St

au
nt

on
 R

oc
ks

.

•  M
in

im
iz

e 
yo

ur
 im

pa
ct

 e
ve

ry
 ti

m
e 

yo
u 

cl
im

b.
 

C
ho

os
e 

ro
ut

es
 th

at
 d

o 
no

t d
ist

ur
b 

ve
ge

ta
tio

n.
  

•  C
lim

b 
w

ith
ou

t 
bo

lti
ng

 o
r f

ix
ed

 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n.

 

•  S
ha

re
 th

e 
ro

ck
s 

w
ith

 th
e 

ra
pt

or
s 

th
at

 c
al

l t
he

se
 

ro
ck

s h
om

e. 
W

at
ch

 fo
r a

nd
 

ab
id

e 
by

 a
ll 

po
st

ed
 se

as
on

al
 

cl
os

ur
es

 fo
r 

ne
st

in
g 

ra
pt

or
s.

En
jo

y 
Yo

ur
Pa

rk
 S

af
el

y
St

au
nt

on
 S

ta
te

 
Pa

rk
 o

ffe
rs

 y
ou

 
th

e 
be

st
 in

 a
 

C
ol

or
ad

o 
m

ou
nt

ai
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e. 
Bu

t 
ke

ep
 in

 m
in

d:
•  T

he
 p

ar
k 

ra
ng

es
 in

 e
le

va
tio

n 
fr

om
 8

,1
00

 to
 

ov
er

 1
0,

00
0 

fe
et

, s
o 

br
in

g 
w

at
er

, s
un

sc
re

en
, 

an
d 

a 
ha

t t
o 

pr
ot

ec
t a

ga
in

st
 d

eh
yd

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
su

nb
ur

n.
•  M

ou
nt

ai
n 

w
ea

th
er

 c
an

 c
ha

ng
e 

qu
ic

kl
y. 

D
re

ss
 in

 la
ye

rs
 a

nd
 c

ar
ry

 ra
in

 g
ea

r.
•  C

el
l p

ho
ne

 se
rv

ic
e 

in
 th

e 
pa

rk
 is

 li
m

ite
d.

 
In

 c
as

e 
of

 a
n 

em
er

ge
nc

y 
ca

ll 
91

1.
 F

irs
t A

id
 

as
sis

ta
nc

e 
is 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
fr

om
 p

ar
k 

ra
ng

er
s.

C
lim

bi
ng

  
St

au
nt

on
 R

oc
ks

 a
re

 sp
ec

ta
cu

la
r r

oc
ky

 
ou

tc
ro

pp
in

gs
 in

 th
e 

pa
rk

—
an

d 
th

e 
on

es
 th

at
 

ar
e 

cl
os

es
t t

o 
th

e 
pa

rk
 e

nt
ra

nc
e 

fo
r c

lim
bi

ng
. 

Be
 a

 st
ew

ar
d 

of
 th

e 
pa

rk
’s 

na
tu

ra
l 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
by

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

es
e 

gu
id

el
in

es
 

fo
r s

af
e 

an
d 

re
sp

on
sib

le
 

cl
im

bi
ng

:

•  S
ta

y 
on

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

tr
ai

ls 
as

 y
ou

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
St

au
nt

on
 R

oc
ks

.

•  M
in

im
iz

e 
yo

ur
 im

pa
ct

 e
ve

ry
 ti

m
e 

yo
u 

cl
im

b.
 

C
ho

os
e 

ro
ut

es
 th

at
 d

o 
no

t d
ist

ur
b 

ve
ge

ta
tio

n.
  

•  C
lim

b 
w

ith
ou

t 
bo

lti
ng

 o
r �

xe
d 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n.
 

•  S
ha

re
 th

e 
ro

ck
s 

w
ith

 th
e 

ra
pt

or
s 

th
at

 c
al

l t
he

se
 

ro
ck

s h
om

e. 
W

at
ch

 fo
r a

nd
 

ab
id

e 
by

 a
ll 

po
st

ed
 se

as
on

al
 

cl
os

ur
es

 fo
r 

ne
st

in
g 

ra
pt

or
s.

En
jo

y 
Yo

ur
Pa

rk
 S

af
el

y
St

au
nt

on
 S

ta
te

 
Pa

rk
 o

�e
rs

 y
ou

 
th

e 
be

st
 in

 a
 

C
ol

or
ad

o 
m

ou
nt

ai
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e. 
Bu

t 
ke

ep
 in

 m
in

d:
•  �

e 
pa

rk
 ra

ng
es

 in
 e

le
va

tio
n 

fr
om

 8
,1

00
 to

 
ov

er
 1

0,
00

0 
fe

et
, s

o 
br

in
g 

w
at

er
, s

un
sc

re
en

, 
an

d 
a 

ha
t t

o 
pr

ot
ec

t a
ga

in
st

 d
eh

yd
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

su
nb

ur
n.

•  M
ou

nt
ai

n 
w

ea
th

er
 c

an
 c

ha
ng

e 
qu

ic
kl

y. 
D

re
ss

 in
 la

ye
rs

 a
nd

 c
ar

ry
 ra

in
 g

ea
r.

•  C
el

l p
ho

ne
 se

rv
ic

e 
in

 th
e 

pa
rk

 is
 li

m
ite

d.
 

In
 c

as
e 

of
 a

n 
em

er
ge

nc
y 

ca
ll 

91
1.

 F
irs

t A
id

 
as

sis
ta

nc
e 

is 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
om

 p
ar

k 
ra

ng
er

s.

Elk Creek Road

el
ev

. 8
21

5 
ft

.

0
0.

25
0.

5
0.

75
1

0.
12

5
M

ile
s

2.
0 m

i

0.
6 m

i

0.
9 m

i
.3

5 m
i0.

5 m
i

1.3
 m

i

1.
5 m

i
1.

0 m
i

2.
3 m

i

1.
2 m

i

0.
9 m

i

0.
9 m

i

 0.
8 m

i

2.
0 m

i

1.
8 m

i

0.
7 m

i

0.
7 m

i
0.

6 m
i

DM

SR CM

BL

OM
BP

SR

CA

SL

MP

CR

WM

EF

MP

LB

BE

BE

BL

DP

MC

MC

MC

O
ld

 M
ill

 S
ite

El
k 

Fa
lls

O
ve

rlo
ok

el
ev

. 9
15

0 
ft

.

El
k 

Fa
lls

D
av

is
Po

nd
s

El
k 

Fa
lls

 P
on

d
el

ev
. 8

84
6 

ft
.

Li
on

s 
H

ea
d

el
ev

. 9
45

0 
ft

.

Re
si

de
nt

ia
l A

re
a

(n
o 

pa
rk

 a
cc

es
s)St

au
nt

on
 R

oc
ks

el
ev

. 9
41

0 
ft

.
O

ve
rlo

ok
el

ev
. 9

57
9 

ft
.

Pi
ke

s 
Pe

ak
O

ve
rlo

ok
el

ev
. 9

50
9 

ft
.

Ca
ta

m
ou

nt
O

ve
rlo

ok
el

ev
. 9

40
2 

ft
.

St
au

nt
on

 S
ta

te
 P

ar
k

Cl
im

bi
ng

 A
re

a

En
tr

an
ce

 S
ta

tio
n

G
ro

up
 P

ic
ni

c 
Ar

ea

St
au

nt
on

 C
ab

in
 D

ist
ric

t

Ca
m

pi
ng

Pa
rk

in
g 

Ar
ea

Re
st

ro
om

Sc
en

ic
 O

ve
rlo

ok

Se
gm

en
t M

ar
ke

r

Se
gm

en
t D

ist
an

ce

40
 ft

 C
on

to
ur

 In
te

rv
al

Cl
os

ed
 to

 P
ub

lic
 A

cc
es

s

Ro
ad

s

Se
rv

ic
e 

Ro
ad

s

Pa
rk

 B
ou

nd
ar

y

H
ik

in
g 

Tr
ai

l O
nl

y

H
ik

in
g,

 B
ik

in
g,

 &
H

or
se

ba
ck

 R
id

in
g

9.
99 9200

 

SR

DM

HC

1.
5 m

i

0.
7 m

i

1.
1 m

i

2.
0 m

i

0.
7 m

i

0.
3 m

i

0.
3 m

i

2.
3 m

i
.1

 m
i

.4
 m

i

.6
 m

i

.3
 m

i

.3
 m

i

.2
5 m

i

.3
 m

i

(m
ile

ag
e i

s o
ne

 w
ay

)
Be

ar
 P

aw
 T

ra
il 

 
2.

3 
m

ile
s

BP

Bo
rd

er
 L

in
e 

Tr
ai

l 
 

2.
5 

m
ile

s
BE

Bu
gl

in
g 

El
k 

Tr
ai

l 
 

1.
1 

m
ile

s
BL

Ch
as

e 
M

ea
do

w
 T

ra
il 

0.
7 

m
ile

s
CM

Ch
im

ne
y 

Ro
ck

 T
ra

il 
 

1.
5 

m
ile

s
CR

Cl
im

bi
ng

 A
cc

es
s T

ra
il 

0.
9 

m
ile

s
CA

D
av

is
 P

on
ds

 L
oo

p 
Tr

ai
l 

2.
3 

m
ile

s
DP

D
in

es
 M

ea
do

w
 T

ra
il 

1.
0 

m
ile

s
DM

El
k 

Fa
lls

 T
ra

il 
 

0.
3 

m
ile

s
EF

H
is

to
ric

 C
ab

in
 T

ra
il 

0.
7 

m
ile

s
HC

Li
on

’s 
Ba

ck
 T

ra
il 

 
1.

0 
m

ile
s

LB

M
as

on
 C

re
ek

 T
ra

il 
4.

5 
m

ile
s

M
C

M
ar

m
ot

 P
as

sa
ge

 T
ra

il 
2.

5 
m

ile
s

M
P

O
ld

 M
ill

 T
ra

il 
 

 
0.

9 
m

ile
s

OM

Sc
ou

t L
in

e 
Tr

ai
l 

 
1.

5 
m

ile
s

SL

St
au

nt
on

 R
an

ch
 T

ra
il 

3.
1 

m
ile

s
SR

W
es

t M
ea

do
w

 T
ra

il 
2.

0 
m

ile
s

W
M

DP

Po
nd

er
os

a

Sp
ru

ce

A
sp

en

Si
te

s 
1-

10 Si
te

s 
11

-1
9

Si
te

s 
20

-2
5


